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Who We Are 

Aurora Warms the Night 

Shelter and Services for those experiencing homelessness 

Aurora Warms the Night (AWTN) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization.  Our EIN is 27-4728487.  We are a proud subsidiary of 
Aurora Mental Health Center.  

Our Mission: Preserving the life, health and stability of Aurora’s 
men, women, and children facing homelessness.    

Located in Original Aurora near the Colfax corridor, AWTN provides 
shelter and comprehensive services for those experiencing 
homelessness.  

AWTN shelters those experiencing homelessness in the winter when temperatures reach 20 degrees or 
colder.  Year round services include meals, warm clothing, hygiene items, transportation to shelter, laundry 
vouchers, bus passes, partner agency referrals, and advocacy.   We operate these services in order to ensure 
families and individuals meet their most basic needs, learn new skills, and access resources to transition out 
of homelessness. 

By partnering with providers, we are helping to break the cycle of homelessness through comprehensive 
services. Our partner provider services are located onsite in our building and include mental health services, 
health care clinics, workforce education for clients including resume writing, interviewing skills, job coaching 
assistance, food assistance (SNAPS), SSI, and SSDI application assistance; and veterans’ services. 

AWTN provides education to the community regarding homelessness, including presentations to schools, 
faith-based community, corporations, and community organizations. 

AWTN has consistently been ranked a top non-profit by GreatNonprofits, whose seal is trusted second to the 
Better Business Bureau. AWTN is a member of Aurora Chamber of Commerce. Ranking the highest status of 
Platinum on GuideStar, an independent charity ranking organization, and partnering with local and state 
government, AWTN has proven its self a trustworthy charity. 

All services are provided free of charge to those experiencing homelessness. 

Connect with us! 

 Email: Info@AuroraWarmstheNight.org 
 Address: 1544 Elmira Street Aurora, Colorado 80010 
 Phone: (303) 361-6905 
 Text: Receive info to your smart phone by texting the letters “AWTN” to 74574 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight 
 Website: www.aurorawarmsthenight.org  

http://www.colfaxavenue.com/p/original-aurora.html
http://www.colfaxavenue.com/p/history-of-colfax-avenue.html
http://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight
http://www.aurorawarmsthenight.org/


 

Letter from our Executive Director 

Everyone deserves a safe place to call home.  Did you know that loss 
of job, family death/divorce, and illness are the most common 
causes of homelessness? More than half the people experiencing 
homelessness in Aurora are families with children. 

There is something special that happens with our supporters and our 
clients.  They become connected through the stories that brought 
them to the same place, Aurora Warms the Night.   A meal packet, a 
sponsorship for night of shelter, an article of warm clothing.  Every 
item had story connected with YOU and what inspired you to help.  
Now there is story connected with WHO YOU HELPED and the 
IMPACT you provided.  It became a story that saved or changed a life.   
 
Our clients often ask, “Do you know the person who gave (the item 
they are receiving)?” Our clients ask because they want to tell you thank you.  And so do I.  Thank you for 
being the kind of person who gives to important causes.  
 
Our community has demonstrated that we are filled with people like you. Someone who not only cares, but 
cares enough to take action.  Across our community, through churches, local leaders, our Mayor, firefighters, 
Broncos players, fundraisers, memorial events, and the inspiring family who chose to give gifts to our clients 
instead of their family at Christmas, YOU have bridged a need with an action of assistance.  
 
We are celebrating our 10th Year Anniversary at Aurora Warms the Night.  

 
This has been our most remarkable year at AWTN 
since we were founded in 2006.  We achieved our 
strongest year in revenue, grants, events, 
fundraising, in-kind donations, and nearly 
doubled the number of clients served for shelter 
and basic needs programs.  As we start our next 
fiscal year, Aurora Warms the Night is poised for 
continued growth. 
 
Your support of our efforts has also translated into 

action from the City of Aurora and the State of Colorado accepting my drafted Proclamations of Hunger and 
Homeless Awareness Week as official proclamations on city and statewide levels.  And on Memorial Day, 
Governor Hickenlooper honored my request to fly flags in honor of ALL agencies supporting homeless 
assistance initiative and the clients we serve.  We know partnerships are essential in working towards 
collaborative effective solutions for our community.  
 
AWTN has consistently been ranked a top non-profit by GreatNonprofits, whose seal is trusted second to 
the Better Business Bureau and achieved the highest status of Platinum on GuideStar, an independent 
charity ranking organization evaluating AWTN as a trustworthy charity.  
 
You have given generously, strategically and compassionately, therefore allowing us to do the same with 
our services for our clients.  Thank you.  
 
Warmly with gratitude, 

Sarah  Hamilton 
Sarah Hamilton, MA 
Executive Director  

"I want to thank you for helping our family.  We 
never would have thought being homeless would 
happen to us.  Not only did you help with essential 
things, like our meal & clothes, but you gave our kids a 
Christmas gifts.  In an unexpected & hard time, you 
made us safe.  We won't be homeless forever, but we 
will always be grateful for you."  - Client Family of 5. 

 

 

http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/volunteer
http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451860849./906526886063989/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451860927./881476078569070/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451861276./795646483818697/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451861705./776238912426121/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451861194./830552000328145/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451861194./830552000328145/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451860927./869802696403075/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451860927./862712183778793/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/pb.428801777169838.-2207520000.1451860927./862712183778793/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight/photos/a.428819217168094.89339.428801777169838/909695082413836/?type=3&theater
http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/fundraisers


 

What We Do 

Located in original Aurora near the Colfax corridor, AWTN provides shelter and comprehensive services for 
Aurora’s homeless. 

All services are provided free of charge to homeless clients 
including men, women, children, and families.  

OUR SERVICES 

Shelter  Cold weather emergency shelter is provided via 
motel vouchers when temperatures are 20 degrees or 
below. Vouchers are limited and are provided on a first 
come, first serve basis.  In the winter of 2015-16, we 
provided 4,084 bed nights of shelter.  Vouchers provide 
safety, an opportunity for showers, and prevent frostbite, 
illness and potential death from winter elements.  

Basic Necessities Our year-round services include food, clothing, blankets, and hygiene items. In 2016 , we 
provided over $380,000 of supplies to our clients. 

Community Awareness & Advocacy AWTN’s advocacy has led to city and statewide Homeless Proclamations. 
AWTN provides homeless awareness support to the city, schools, faith-based community, corporations, and 
community organizations. 

Comprehensive Services We partner with onsite providers to provide mental health services, health care 
clinics, workforce education (resume writing, interviewing skills, job coaching), food stamps (SNAPS), SSI, and 
SSDI application assistance and veterans’ services. 

Cold Weather Services 
• Paid voucher for motel room when temps are 20 
degrees or colder 
• Transportation to motel 
• Food 
• Blanket 
• Warm winter clothing 
• Hygiene products 
• 100% of clients are matched to Aurora Mental 
Health Center’s PATH program (Project to Assist in 
the Transition out of Homelessness) 
• Connection to Partner Agency Assistance 

 

 

 

Warm Weather Services 
• Daily lunches for homeless- June & July 
• Hygiene products 
• Sunscreen 
• Heatstroke prevention 
• Connection to Partner Agency Assistance 

All Weather Services onsite via Partner Agencies 
• Mental health & substance abuse counseling 
• Medical health care clinic 
• Job coach, job assistance, resume writing 
• Food stamp, SSI, & SSDI application assistance 
• Veteran services 
• 100% of clients are referred to our partner, 
Aurora Mental Health Center’s PATH program, 
which assists clients in the transition out of 
homelessness. PATH is located in the same 
building as AWTN. 

  

http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/partners
http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Aurora-Warms-the-Night-Summer-Lunch-Details-2017.pdf
http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/partners
http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/partners


 

Awards & Advocacy 

AWTN has consistently been ranked a top non-profit by GreatNonprofits, whose seal is trusted second to 
the Better Business Bureau. Ranking the highest status of Platinum on GuideStar, an independent charity 

ranking organization, and partnering with local and state government, 
AWTN has proven its self a trustworthy charity.  

AWTN’s advocacy has led to city and statewide Homeless Proclamations. 
AWTN provides homeless awareness support to the city, schools, faith-
based community, corporations, and community organizations. 

 

2007  Service Award from Housing Justice and 
Colorado Coalition for the Homeless. 

2010-2016 Recognition by the City of Aurora. 
AWTN is named in the first line of defense for the 
city’s emergency cold weather shelter plan. 

2011  Micah Award, recognizing the work of a 
local non-profit that serves the needs of people 
living in poverty on behalf of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Colorado, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry, and 
Colorado Interfaith Voices for Justice. 

2013  Top Non Profits Award by Great Nonprofits, 
a charity review organization supported by the 
Gates and Forbes Foundations, voted on by 
nonprofit public, an honor less than 1% of 
nonprofits achieve. 

2013  Recognized by Mayor Steve Hogan during 
the Proclamation of Aurora  Hunger & Homeless 
Awareness Week. 

2014  Top Non Profits Award by Great Nonprofits, 
a charity review organization supported by the 
Gates and Forbes Foundations, voted on by 
nonprofit public, an honor less than 1% of 
nonprofits achieve. 

2014  Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week 
Proclamation drafted by Executive Director Sarah 
Hamilton and accepted as official State of 
Colorado Proclamation by Governor Hickenloper. 

2015 Achieved Gold Star Status on GuideStar, an 
independent charity ranking organization. 

2015   Request petitioned to Colorado Governor 
Hickenlooper by Executive Director Sarah 
Hamilton to have flags flown over the State 
Capitol on Memorial Day.   An Official Certificate 
was issued and flags were flown May 25, 2015 by 
authorization of Governor John W. Hickenlooper 
in honor of the homeless in Colorado and 
supporting organizations for National Hunger and 
Homeless Awareness. 

2015 Top Non Profits Award by Great Nonprofits, 
a charity review organization supported by the 
Gates and Forbes Foundations, voted on by 
nonprofit public, an honor less than 1% of 
nonprofits achieve. 

2016 Top Non Profits Award by Great Nonprofits, 
a charity review organization supported by the 
Gates and Forbes Foundations, voted on by 
nonprofit public, an honor less than 1% of 
nonprofits achieve. 

2016  CityBank Charity Nominee.  Seven Colorado 
nonprofits were nominated by Citywide Banks 
employees to compete for $10,000 in donations 
during the bank’s Charity Hand-Up Contest from 
May 2-22, 2016.  Aurora Warms the Night 
received third place. 

2016  Achieved Platinum Star Status (the highest 
ranking) on GuideStar, an independent charity 
ranking organization. 

 



 

Who We Serve 
 
Losing a home can happen to anyone.  Aurora Warms the Night serves men, women, children, 
individuals and families who are experiencing homelessness regardless of race, creed, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, age, or ethnicity.  
 
Job loss, high housing costs, family death/divorce, and illnesses the most common causes of homelessness. 
 

43% of Metro Denver residents have family members or close 
friends who have experienced homelessness 

24% of the homeless were “newly homeless” for less than a year 
or homeless for the first time. 

Aurora has the highest percentage of females that are 
homeless in the metro area. 

 

More than half the people experiencing homelessness in 
Aurora are families with children. 

Did you know more than 14,050 children in 
Metro Denver don’t have a home to go to after 
their school day?  These numbers have increased 
322% in the past ten years.  

Aurora Public Schools reported 2,392 at-risk and 
homeless kids enrolled in school. 
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Program Impact 
 

 
 



 

 

Program Review  
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Partners 

AWTN believes we are stronger and can accomplish more by partnering together as a community.  Many 
thanks to our partners and donors who have consistently demonstrated their leadership in comprehensive 
solutions and services for homelessness.  

Prior to 2012, ATWN collaborated for client services solely with Aurora Mental Health’s PATH program.  By 
evaluating our client needs, we formed new collaborations providing a variety of services.   All partnerships 
services are provided without fee to AWTN.  Private Office Space is provided at Elmira for partner agencies 
located at 1544 Elmira in accordance with HIPPA compliance.  

Arapahoe House: referrals to provide an array of rehabilitation services for individuals and 
families with alcohol, drug and other behavioral health disorders. 

ACOT: Aurora Community Outreach Team (ACOT) provides homeless outreach and cold weather 
van transportation, staffed with medical and mental health professions as collaborative 
partnership with Aurora Police Department and organizations serving the homeless population.  
AWTN supplies ACOT with resources, food, clothing, and meets on a monthly basis with agencies. 

Aurora@Home: A@H is designed to place homeless families into affordable housing  in an 
expedited manner thus, giving them a level of initial stability. AWTN provides family referrals and 
serves on the operations committee. 

Aurora Mental Health Center: Vocational specialist provides free job coaching, job applications, 
and resume writing assistance provided onsite. 

Aurora Mental Health PATH: Program to Assist in Transition out of Homelessness: outreach 
therapists provide free case management, such as linking the homeless to benefits which include 
food stamps, SSDI, and SSI, advocacy and support, housing referrals and application assistance, as 
well as mental health and substance abuse assessment, evaluation, crisis intervention, and 
assistance in transitioning out of homelessness through independence. 100 percent of AWTN 
clients are referred. 

Bright by 3: Provides AWTN clients with children resources ages 0-36 months. Kit includes books 
for child, a parent handbook, and other developmentally appropriate materials for the age of 
children. Kits provided at AWTN cold weather shelter intake. 

Close to Home: Collaborative campaign aims to raise awareness and challenge people to take a 
stand against homelessness.  

Laundry on the Fax: provides free vouchers for laundry and detergent for clients 

Mile High Behavioral Healthcare/Comitis: provides AWTN with a van for client transportation for 
cold weather shelter and accepts referrals for shelter intake. 

Metro Care Providers Network: a free health care clinic for AWTN clients onsite. 

Hunger Free Colorado: food stamp application and assistance onsite and referrals. 

Tri County Health: Free Confidential HIV/AIDS/health testing and counseling onsite and referrals.  

https://www.arapahoehouse.org/
https://www.auroragov.org/LivingHere/NeighborhoodResources/CommunityRelations/index.htm
http://auroraathome.org/
http://www.aumhc.org/Services.html
http://www.aumhc.org/adult-services.html
http://brightbythree.org/
http://closetohomeco.org/
http://www.aurorasentinel.com/news/aurora-voucher-program-good-things-coming-wash/
http://milehighcouncil.org/
http://mcpn.org/
http://www.hungerfreecolorado.org/
http://www.tchd.org/


 

 

Major Donors 

AWTN believes we are stronger and can accomplish more by partnering together as a 
community.  Many thanks to our partners and donors who have consistently demonstrated their 
leadership in comprehensive solutions and services for homelessness. 

  

      

          

 
Aurora Community Arts 
District  • American Family 
Insurance - Dan Kane 
Agency  • Amp the Cause: A 
Million for What Matters • 
Anschutz Foundation • 
Anschutz Family Foundation 
• Arapahoe House • Aurora 
Action Coalition for 
Community Services • 
Aurora Auxiliary for Health 
Related Services • Aurora 
Housing Authority • Aurora 
Mental Health Center • 
Aurora Pay it 
Forward Employee 
Contributions • Burns 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church • Charles Schwab •  
City of Aurora – CDBG & 
NEXUS Grant Funds • 

 City Bank •  Christ the 
Savior Lutheran Church 
•  Citywide Bank • Colfax 
Marathon • Colorado 
Association of Realtors 
Housing Opportunity 
Foundation(CARHOF) • The 
Denver Foundation • First 
Bank • First Presbyterian 
Church of Aurora • 
Highpoint Church • Holy 
Love Lutheran Church • 
Innovage • Knights of 
Columbus & Ladies Auxiliary 
• Mile High United Way • 
Nelnet • New Dawn Center 
for Spiritual Living   
Parkview Congregational 
Church  • Portrait 
Biographies  • Providers’ 
Resource Clearinghouse • 

ReadyCare 
Industries  • Rivera Motel • 
Rocky Mountain Synod • 
Safeway • Saint Mark’s 
Lutheran Church • Saint 
Pius X Parish • Shuemake 
Family Chiropractic • Smoky 
Hill United Methodist 
Church • Southlands 
Business Team • 
SoRewarding  • Staples 
Foundation • Stapleton 
School District • Queen of 
Peace / Friends of St. 
Andrew • Wells Fargo 
•  Whole Foods 
 

  



 

 

Income

In Kind Donations Monetary Donations

Financial Summary 

 
Aurora Warms the Night maintains compliance and is good standing with the State of 
Colorado.  We are the recipient of the Guidestar Exchange Platinum Seal, the highest 
level awarded by the independent charity ranking organization. Complete audited 
financials are available online. Our tax ID is 27-4728487. 
 

 
Fiscal Year July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016.   
 

INCOME 
 
In Kind Donations: $380,000 
Monetary Donations: $136, 970 
Total Income: $516,979 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
EXPENSES 

 
Program Expenses: $455,000 
Administrative Expenses: $43,800 
Fundraising Expenses: $1,000 
Total Expenses: $498,800 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
USE OF FUNDS 
 

AWTN operates with 92 % of    
funding towards programs & 8% 
towards administrative & 
fundraising costs. 
 
92 cents of every dollar is invested 
directly into our programs.  

Expenses

Program Adminstrative Fundraising

0%

50%

100%

150%

Use of Funds

Program Adminstrative & Fundraising



 

Become Involved 

WHY WE NEED YOU 

Aurora has always been a collaborative and compassionate community. Lots of people talk about problems, 
but we’re all about BEING part of the solution. That is why we would like to partner with you. You can help on 
an individual level or group level.  With generous support from the community, AWTN is ensuring families 
and individuals meet their most basic needs. 

 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

DONATE 

DONATE A NIGHT OF SHELTER.  This could be 
the night you save or change a life.  You have 
the ability to make available a night of safety, 
warmth and food. Our greatest need is 
monetary donations to provide shelter.  

Your gift of $55 provides one night of warm 
shelter for a family of four, transportation to 
the motel, warm clothing, 4 meal and 4 
hygiene kits.  

CLOTHING Can you imagine what it would be 
like not to have clean socks, underwear or a 
clean shirt? We accept coats, gloves, hats, 
scarves, underwear, socks, t-shirts & blankets. 

GIFT CARDS Gift cards to store such as 
Walmart, Target, and Office Depot help us 
with office and program supplies. We accept 
copy paper, pens, paper towels, toilet paper, 
tissues, cleaning wipes, & bottles of water. 

HYGIENE CARE KIT 1 gallon zip lock bag: 
washcloth, shampoo, conditioner, soap, razor, 
shaving cream, deodorant, toilet paper, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, feminine hygiene 
products, & comb. 

FOOD CARE KIT 1 gallon zip lock bag: 1 pull-
tabs can of soup, 1 oatmeal packet, 1 packet 
of hot cocoa, 1 plastic cup, spoon & bowls, 1 
granola bar or package of crackers, & 1 fruit 
cup. 

SUMMER LUNCHES Provide and serve lunch for 
100 homeless individuals for one or two days 
between June and July. We will coach you on how 
to make this a rewarding hands-on experience for 
your group. 

VEHICLES – CARS FOR CASH We like to think of 
our car donation program as a key factor in our 
“drive” to help homelessness in Aurora. AWTN 
accepts a wide variety of vehicles as donations 
with FREE towing. 

EVENTS  With over 15 annual events, there is 
something for everyone!  View our calendar of 
events on our website and Facebook.  

RACE  The Colfax Marathon and Races partners 
with AWTN for one of the largest races in United 
States. Whether it’s your first race or your 100th, 
you can raise money and awareness for a good 
cause while you run, or walk a 5k,10k, half or full 
marathon. 

RAFFLE  A Million for What Matters.  AWTN 
receives 100% of the donation of raffle tickets 
($10/each) sold for participants to be entered a 
raffle to win a Ford Focus every May. 

SHOP AMAZON SMILE What if you could do 
something good just by shopping on 
Amazon.com? You can support every time you 
make a purchase by buying through AmazonSmile 
with 0.05% of your purchase price of any item 
donated to AWTN.  

ELITCH GARDENS  Save money by receiving 
discounted tickets from the main gate with $5 of 
your ticket going towards AWTN See our website 
for the discounted link. 

https://www.coloradogives.org/AuroraWarmstheNight/overview
https://www.coloradogives.org/AuroraWarmstheNight/overview
https://www.coloradogives.org/AuroraWarmstheNight/overview
http://www.walmart.com/cp/Gift-Cards/96894?povid=96894+%7C+contentZone2+%7C+2015-06-03+%7C+1+%7C+LN-Shop+Gift+Card+Global+Nav
http://www.target.com/c/target-giftcards-gift-cards/-/N-5xsxt
http://www.officedepot.com/purchaseGiftCard.do?&cm_mmc=Google-_-B_GiftCards_E-_-GiftCard_GiftCards-_-Office%20Depot%20Gift%20Card_29501415-VQ2-g-VQ6-97648222206-VQ15-1t1-VQ16-c&gclid=CNW79d6amM4CFQgaaQodES0BnQ
http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Aurora-Warms-the-Night-Summer-Lunch-Details-2017.pdf
http://aurorawarmsthenight.org/eventscalendar
http://www.runcolfax.org/charity-partners/aurora-warms-the-night/
https://amillionmatters.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-4728487
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-4728487
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-4728487
http://www.tinyurl.com/AuroraWarmstheNight


 

 

 

 

 

 

  Connect with us! 
Aurora Warms the Night 
1544 Elmira Street  
Aurora, Colorado 80010 
 
Email: Info@AuroraWarmstheNight.org 
Phone: (303) 361-6905 
 
Text: Receive info to your smart phone by texting the letters “AWTN” to 74574 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight 
Website: www.aurorawarmsthenight.org  

 

http://www.facebook.com/AuroraWarmstheNight
http://www.aurorawarmsthenight.org/

